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SAHXXXZXD corr 


SANITIZED 


GPjEftAT ION PlERtt ' ARR <W 

C. 201 l n. j. CtUCPACFLT issued strike plan for 01- i iX! 


t. ' Ton '■•a oav’./, 


0*220352/4:35 ?. m. 


0 :20432/4:13 p.m. 


2. CiNCFAC Irsosd Air Strike Plan to Clr.CkV . 

EXECUTE TO rCLLOW. 

4 

1« ASST SECDEF for Public Affairs V.ae * .<1 

all messages pertaining to DESOTA Oporattena 
bo trotted as classified Information. 


0421192/5:19 ?. m. 1. JCS Air Strike' Order l a rued. 


r i 




2. Tbli deleted HON 2«:S. Island and specified 

FHUC LOI vice BEN TKCJY listed In CINCP/ Cr 
04201 4 Z. 

0421582/5:56 p.m. 1. Lengthy chronological sequence of events by J? : 

.. • V . . Petrel. 

* . . U«'r « ••• , - • 

»2. Sifustloft not clear t but appears previously repo 
| 'torpedo attacks were sin ply errors on part of 

1 .• rr.-ci. 


?. Mot clear as to who Initialed active fire. Appar 
MADDOX opened fire upon assessing P—1 cra£t 
v/ero closing to attack. 


042222Z/6:22 rn. !. CCMSeVENTHFL-T requested Air Force To b.- 

v.::Us fsr possible search and rescue cperetlco-s 
• . ■ * la Call oi f.ru 


. C?2227Z/s:27 p. in. 1. CMJCPAC granted authority to execote strike®* 


042321/7:21 p.rn. 


2. Imports of Strike activity requested os they ec : 

1. COKSEVBNTHFLT ordered TG 70.4 (AS1V KF:;\ 
Group} to call in direction CONSTELLATION 
TfCCMDEROGA. 


declassified 

fcf At//U HASS, 0 «rt Mflip > 




SA5IXIZED C0TZ 


lotion Balnea 


*fl£232?Z/7:29 p. 


C.vOC27Z/*:27 «. rn, 


0S0128Z/9 :23 n.m. 


1. C’ix 77 specif!.'! tax'g CC.Ntjf *•: I. LA TiCl I 

North cl 1V° Jf ev..1 liCON-rJilCGA to V.nit’u 

1. JC5 u-i linn to j •. - .. t* •. *t. 

» 

2, Outlined proposed air strikes and stated fuct!. r 
deployment cod alerting of forces a utlc .a being 
contemplated. 

1. CONSTELLATION (TO 77. 6) submitted riiika* 
Plan. 


Prepared to execute at 15-15H. 15 A 4 aircraft 

and 8 A1 aircraft plus Al armed recco flight.* 
against P-4 and SWATOV* to and from tar -it 


areas. 


0SQ255Z/ 10:55 p.m. 1. General Clifton received Information by pa mo 

from NMCC that T1CCNDSROCA c trike- shad 
boon launched. 


0303002/ 1 1 jOO p.r 


CTF 77 stated detailed strike p!ta against tv.*-,..' 
south of 19° N (VINH POL, QUAKG KK2) by 
TICOX.D2IvCCA aircraft. Total of 10 attack A/t 
.'rid 12 fighter aircraft '.'.slug 7: UN l rockets. 

Cr.a post strike photo recon flight ever -each tar* 


050:50£/ll:S0 p.tn, 


> NT’ — 

fbS0‘l 032/ i 2:03 a.ar 


3. First launch 72CCNCEIIOCA C502-i3Z (iC:;3 p. •• 
Time oa target 0533102 (!:!0 «umj 

« 

1. Ccaflr,.-.5d vith -r..:cc that first ITCCNCAZv'-lA 
alrcvrult Iv -d 10:1 3 p. l-j. EOT. 2JT <- t 
tar get at 1:13 a. at. , 5 August. 

1. CIXCP ACFLT cancelled strike PC AT Y/ALLUT. 
Shifted aircraft to KON CAY and LCC CKAO 
ESTUARY for A/C defence. / 


co; 


0505152/1:15 a. m. 


0505202/1:20 a, 


050530Z/1:20 a, 


1. AM Embassy Sslgea reports GVN approves 
deployment of units programmed for t>YN 
by JOS 0S0C27Z. 

1. CTG 77. 5 (TICONBSRGGA) reports -U A/C . 
proceeding to targets as *caa£alod. 


I. CTG 77. 6 (CONSTELLATION) cancelled eli^N 
on PC3T Yi'AbLUT. 5 additional A4 aircraft 
added to KCN CAY ctriko. 


0505542/1:54 a. is. 


1. CTG 77.6 (CCKSTSLLA7IOJJ) reports A/C 

lau nchi ng against targets H3N GAY and LOC Ci ; . 
ESTUARY. 


0506122/2:12 a. m. 


2. Last -launch C50&30Z. 

3. Time cn targets scheduled 0507452 (2:45 a.rrs.) 

1. KMCC rapped by phono all strike A/ C from 
both carriers launched by 2:10 a. au Later 
mectascs ladicata CONSTELLATION air laenc* 
net completed until 2:30 n.na. 



rr OC reported strike ?CL at 7INH 

cor.-plcted. Target vat I lit barring. 6 £*’f Vc..t 
wars encountered, at I -:rt 4 rvere hit and osa 
dead In. »*» ~ t_r. Kaavy flak v-*as cacoaaierod as I 
r S A/C *.rao damaged, tt is proceeding DAILf T-X 
for UadLsg. Later message estimated cq& 
<':rt?v.rt*on IOL storage at nearby BEN THUY. 


T.nm?* -Yn ^4 n»s J 




0$C&54Z/2:54 a. r; 


0536572/2:57 a. m, 


1. *i.«' ‘CMCSSCCA reports successful sttl’.a 
Vi::U. He strike echeutiled to launch CSCCZ' 
i '.r'.'O a. ax, ZDT), Tlmo on target 03002 
(5:00. a. m. LDT). 


«ii •* - • 


1. CONST SLLATION reported launch of strikes 
against HON GAY and LOC CHAO Estuary. 


2. Tt:nc over target remains 07452 {3:45 a. m. i 


0506452/4:45 a- m, 


1. Ni.'CC reported 1 A4 shot down over KON GAY 
USAF SAH alerted. Also l A I aircraft chot do 
at MCN GAY no ourvlocrs. 




2. Abeve reported to NtvXC at O5CSO0Z (4:00 a. :.x, 
EDTJ. 

3. This reported confirmed by 0S0800Z message 
from CONSTELLATION* but message also etnt 
loses not yet verified. 

0508552/4:55 a. m. 1. TICCNDSPOCA confirmed above report. 


0523202/5:20 a.m, 


1. NMCC reported 7 PT craft attacked CUANG 
a :d 5 damaged. I 'a U. S. damage reported. 
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VI.\iI « VOL ~u suiT-.co vc->*-l3 
# 

A. Strike success Cv.l • Target left burning heavily. 

B. 6 PT* boats encountered. 4 V.'cre Lit aad 1 left heavily 
damaged (-cad in water) . 

G. Heavy flak encountered. 1 F3 A/C camaged. It 
proceeded to DA N/.NC for LaJiSg. 

D. Attack conducted about C515Z (1:15 avn EDI) by 4 A-l*»* 
6 A-4»s, and 6 F-$'s. 

E. Restrike scheduled. Launch time CSCQZ (4;0C am). 
Time on target C9C0Z (5:00 axa EDT) for 14 A/C. 

F. Rectrlke to Include 2 A4 aircraft against SVTATOY.'s and 
PT craft HCN-ME Island. 

G. BEN THUY POL storage burning and estimated 90?a 
destroyed. Oblique photographs obtained. 

H. • Have scan r.o release of this strike by CINCPACFLT. 

His C5C403Z seated no re^trike, v-itliuat a separate 
directive. 
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OPERATION FIERCE ASTICW 


CirV.-.c IVrulta 


i* CTsT WALLUT 


A . Stride cwsccUc J by CTG 77.6 (CONSTELLATION 

Aircraft deviated to X!ON GAY. 
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3 A tio n piehcs /.rhow 




• OtV-KG KHE 




1 . Aircraft on strike -6 F8 

% 

2. Strike conducted about C515Z (1:15 am F.DT). 

3. 7 ?T craft attackod - 5 -’rur-cgcd. 

4. No reported U.S. damage or casuilUee. 

5. 5 to 8 P-4 and SWATOW plus unidentified gunboata 
reported underway following attack. 

8. Following detailed damage reported: 

l P4 damaged, moving slowly and smoking 
l SY/ATO»V dead U water and smoking 
l probabla P-4 dead in water. 
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HON GAY 

1. Aircraft on strike 

4 Al 
10 A4 
Z T 4 

1 RF3 

2. i At and l A4 aircraft shot doe n. No survivor* 
reported. 

3. 5 PT craft reported destroyed. 

4. Moderate to heavy flak ever. t^rjst. 

j f conducted CSC 1 457. (Jws au\ EPi). 
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OPERATION PIERCE ARROW $ 

042014Z / 4:14 p.m. 1 . CINCPACFLT issued strike plan for [illegible] 

condition on order. | 

042035Z / 4:35 p.m. 2. CINCPAC issued Air Strike Plan to 

CINCPACFLT EXECUTE TO FOLLOW. 

042043Z / 4:43 p.m. 1 . ASST SECDEF for Public Affairs has requested 

all messages pertaining to DESOTA Operations 
be treated as classified information. 

0421 19Z/ 5:1 9 p.m. 1. JCS Air Strike Order issued. 

2. This deleted HON ME Island and specified PHUC 
LOI vice BEN THUY listed in CINCPACFLT 
04201 4Z. 

0421 58Z / 5:58 p.m. 1 . Lengthy chronological sequence of events by 

[illegible] Patrol. 

2. Situation not clear, but appears previously reported 
torpedo attacks were simply errors on part of 
sonarmen. 

3. Not clear as to who initiated active fire. Apparently 
MADDOX opened fire upon assessing P-4 craft 
were closing to attack. 

042222Z / 6:22 p.m. 1. COMSEVENTHFLT requested Air Force to 

[illegible] units for possible search 
and rescue operations in Gulf of Tonkin. 

042227Z / 6:27 p.m. 1 . CINCPAC granted authority to execute strikes. 

2. Reports of strike activity requested as they 
occur. 

042321 / 7:21 p.m. 1 . COMSEVENTHFLT ordered TG 70.4 (ASW 

[illegible] Group) to sail in direction vj 

CONSTELLATION and TICONDEROGA. ki 
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042329Z/ 7:29 p.m. 1. CTF 77 specified targets. CONSTELLATION 

North of 19 degrees N and TICONDEROGA 
to South. 

050027Z / 8:27 p.m. 1 . JCS [illegible] summary to CINC’s [illegible] 

2. Outlined proposed air strikes and stated 
further deployment and alerting offerees 
actions being contemplated. 

050128Z / 9:23 p.m. 1 . CONSTELLATION (TG 77.6) submitted Strike 

Plan. 

2. Prepared to execute at 1545H. 15 A4 aircraft 
and 8 A1 aircraft plus A1 armed recce flights 
against P- 4 and SWATOWs to and from 
target areas. 

050255Z / 10:55 p.m. 1. General Clifton received information by phone 

from NMCC that TICONDEROGA strikes had 
been launched. 

050300Z / 1 1 :00 p.m. 1 . CTF 77 stated detailed strike plan against 

targets south of 19 degrees N (VINH POL, 
QUANG KHE) by TICONDEROGA aircraft. 
Total of 10 attack A /C and 12 
fighter aircraft using ZUNI rockets. 

2. One post strike photo recon flight over each 
target. 

3. First launch TICONDEROGA 050243Z (10:43 
p.m. Time on target 05051 0Z (1:10 a.m.) 

050350Z / 1 1 :50 p.m. 1 . Confirmed with NMCC that first TICONDEROGA 

aircraft launched 10:43 p.m. EDT. EST on target 
at 1:10 a.m., 5 August. 

050403Z / 12:03 a.m. 1. CINCPACFLT cancelled strike PORT WALLUT. 

Shifted aircraft to HON GAY and LOC CHAO 
ESTUARY for A/C defense. 
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05051 5Z / 1 :15 a.m. 1 . AM Embassy Saigon reports GVN approves 

deployment of units programmed for SVN by 
JCS 050027Z. 

050520Z / 1 :20 a.m. 1 . CTG 77.5 (TICONDEROGA) reports all A/C 

proceeding to targets as scheduled. 

050530Z / 1 :30 a.m. 1 . CTG 77.6 (CONSTELLATION) cancelled 

strike on PORT WALLUT. 5 additional A4 
aircraft added HON GAY strike. 

050554Z/ 1:54 a.m. 1. CTG 77.6 (CONSTELLATION) reports A/C 

launching against targets HON GAY and LOC 
CHAO ESTUARY. 

2. Last launch 050630Z. 

3. Time on targets scheduled 050745Z (2:45 a.m.) 

05061 2Z / 2:12 a.m. 1 . NMCC reported by phone all strike A/C from both 

carriers launched by 2:10 a.m. Later messages 
indicate CONSTELLATION air launches not 
completed until 2:30 a.m. 


2. NMCC reported strike against POL at VINH 
completed. Target was left burning. 6 PT boats 
were encountered, at least 4 were hit and one 
dead in water. Heavy flak was encountered 
and 1 F8 A/C was damaged. It is 
proceeding DANANG for landing. Later message 
estimated 90% destruction POL storage at 
nearby BEN THUY. 
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050654Z / 2:54 a.m. 


050657Z / 2:57 a.m. 


050845Z / 4:45 a.m. 


1. TICONDEROGA reports successful strike 
VINH. Restrike scheduled to launch 0800Z 
(4:00 a.m. EDT). Time on target 0900Z 
(5:00 a.m. EDT). 

1. CONSTELLATION reported launch of strikes 
against HON GAY and LOC CHAO Estuary. 

2. Time over target remains 0745Z (3:45 a.m. EDT 

1. NMCC reported 1 A4 shot down over HON GAY. 
USAF SAR alerted. Also 1 A1 aircraft shot down 
at HON GAY no survivors. 


2. Above reported to NMCC at 050800Z (4:00 a.m. 
EDT). 


3. This reported confirmed by 050800Z message 
from CONSTELLATION, but message also 
state[sic] losses not yet verified. 


050855Z / 4:55 a.m 


1. TICONDEROGA confirmed above report. 


050920Z / 5:20 a.m. 1 . NMCC reported 7 PT craft attacked QUANG KHE 

and 5 damaged. No U.S. damage reported. 

2. F8 which diverted from VINH landed 
safely at DANANG 
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OPERATION PIERCE ARROW 
Strike Results 


- POL and surface vessels 

A. Strike successful. Target left burning heavily. 

B. 6 PT boats encountered. 4 Were [sic] hit and 1 left heavily 
damaged (dead in water). 

C. Heavy flak encountered. 1 F8 A/C damaged. It 
proceeded to DA NANG for landing. 

D. Attack conducted about 051 5Z (1 :1 5 am EDT) by 4 A-1 ’s, 

6 A-4’s, and 6 F-8’s. 

E. Restrike scheduled. Launch time 0800Z (4:00 am). 

Time on target 0900Z (5:00 am EDT) for 14 A/C. 

F. Restrike to include 2 A4 aircraft against SWATOWs and 
PT craft HON-ME Island. 

G. BEN THUY POL storage burning and estimated 90% 
destroyed. Oblique photographs obtained. 

H. Have seen no release of this strike by CINCPACFLT. 

His 050403Z stated no restrike, without a separate 
directive. 
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OPERATION PIERCE ARROW 
Strike Results 

PORTWALLUT 

A. Strike cancelled by CTG 77.6 (CONSTELLATION). 
Aircraft deviated to HON GAY. 
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OPERATION PIERCE ARROW 
Strike Results 


QUANG KHE 


1 . Aircraft on strike - 6 F8 

2. Strike conducted about 051 5Z (1:15 am EDT). 

3. 7 PT craft attacked - 5 damaged. 

4. No reported U.S. damage or casualties. 

5. 5 to 8 P- 4 and SWATOW plus unidentified gunboats 
reported underway following attack. 

6. Following detailed damage reported: 

1 P4 damaged, moving slowly and smoking 
1 SWATOW dead in water and smoking 
1 Probable P- 4 dead in water. 
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OPERATION PIERCE ARROW 
Strike Results 


HON GAY 

1 . Aircraft on strike 


4 A 1 
10 A 4 
2 F 4 
1 RF8 


2. 1 A1 and 1 A4 aircraft shot down. No survivors 
reported. 

3. 5 PT craft reported destroyed. 

4. Moderate to heavy flak over target. 

5. Attack conducted 050745Z (3:45 am EDT). 
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OPERATION PIERCE ARROW 


Strike Results 




i 


LOC CHAO ESTUARY 


1 . Aircraft on strike: 


4 A 1 

5 A 4 
2 F 4 
1 RF8 
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